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L Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages M5 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-9 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I I the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



^, fded with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or fiimished to this Authority in the language m which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated imder this item. 

These elements were available or fiimished to this Authority in the following language which is* 

□ the language of a translation fiimished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
n the language of publication of the international q}plication (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of the translation fiimished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ fiimished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ fiimished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently fiimished written sequence listing does not go beyond tiie disclosure m the 
intemational application as filed has been fiimished. 

n The statement that tiie mformation recorded in computer readable form is identical to tiie written sequence listing has 
been fiimished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation ofi 
□ the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



5 n ™^ report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— beyond the disclosure as filed, as mdicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

♦ Replacement sheets which have been Jurnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "origiiuilly filed" and are fwt annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70,16 
andlQAi). * 

**Aiiy replacement slieet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-9 



1-9 



1-9 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

This report makes reference to the following documents: 

Dl: WO 99 38908 A (BASF AG; FUCHS EBERHARD (DE) ; 

HILDEBRANDT VOLKER (DE) ; MOHRSCHLADT) 5 August 
1999 (1999-08-05) , cited in the application 

D2: DE 100 33 544 (BASF AG) 24 January 2002 (2002-01 
24) 



1. The present application relates to a method for 
producing polyamides (claims 1 to 9) . 

2. Dl discloses a method for producing polyamides (see 
claims 1 to 10) . Dl describes titanium dioxide as the 
catalyst (examples 4-6) . Page 11, lines 24-27, 
specifies that the BET surface area is "preferably 
more than 4 0 m^/g, particularly preferably more than 
100 m^/g". In addition, the following is specified: 
"For a smaller BET surface area, the bulk volume 
should be correspondingly higher in order to ensure 
sufficient catalyst activity" . 

Dl does not disclose the range of 5 to 35 m^/g. 
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3. D2 is comparable to Dl (see column 7, lines 25-35) . 

4. Dl is regarded as the closest prior art in relation 
to the subject matter of claim 1, 

The subject matter of claim 1 differs therefrom in 
that a titanium dioxide catalyst with a BET surface 
area in the range of 5 to 35 m^/g, determined 
according to the German Industrial Standard DIN 66131 
using the multipoint method by means of the 
volumetric process, is selected. 

The problem addressed by the present invention was 
that of devising a technically simple and economical 
method according to claim 1, which increases the 
lifespan of the catalyst, without reducing its 
activity (reduction in the titanium dioxide content 
of the polymer) . 

This problem has been solved. Examples 1 and 2 show a 
lower titanium dioxide content in the polymer when 
the catalyst according to Dl (comparative example 1) 
has been replaced by a catalyst according to the 
invention. A person skilled in the art could not have 
expected a reduction in the titanium dioxide content 
in light of the disclosures in Dl and D2 (see points 
2 and 3 above) . 

5. Novelty and inventive step can therefore be 
recognized. 

6. The present application appears to meet the criterion 
stipulated in PCT Article 33(4) because the subject 
matter of claims 1 to 9 is industrially applicable. 
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